
 

 

BUSKING – A GOOD PRACTICE GUIDE 

We would like to encourage street entertainment throughout the Festival to add to the 

atmosphere. There are no bye-laws in Helensburgh that would prevent anyone busking, however 

please consider the best practice guidelines below, and note the legal situation – if the Police ask 

you to stop you MUST do so. 

 

GOOD PRACTICE 

 Be considerate to local businesses and homes and move on to another pitch at least 50 

metres away after 1 hour. Not everybody’s taste in music is the same!  

 Do not set up within 50 metres of another busker. 

 Amplified music must not be at a level that interferes with the ability of office or 

shopworkers to conduct their business. 

 Sale of merchandise is not allowed. 

 Don’t obstruct the pavements with your equipment. Access to shops, train station and bus-

stops should be kept clear at all times. 

 If you are asked by the Police to stop performing, you must stop immediately and move on. 

If you don’t, you could be charged. And you risk any equipment being seized. 

 Be aware that certain areas require silence like hospital zones, around churches, funeral 

homes, cemeteries and transport terminals where announcements need to be heard.  

 Colquhoun Square will be busy over the Festival weekend with the Stage, Skating Rink and 

other attractions potentially playing music, etc. Please consider overall noise volumes – 

another part of the town centre may be more appropriate for busking. 

 

THE LAW 
Police Scotland have powers under Section 54 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 to 
request buskers to stop such activity. If this request is not complied with the matter may be 
referred to the Procurator Fiscal and the busker’s equipment seized. 
 
Environmental Health have enforcement powers under the Environmental Protection Act 1990. 
No busking permitted: 

(a) between the hours of 9pm and 8 am the following morning, for any purpose; 
(b) At any other time, for the purpose of advertising any entertainment, trade or business 


